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Sermon ς March 2, 2008 

1st Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; 2nd Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14; Gospel: John 9:13-25 

Friends, grace to you and peace from the God who was and is and is to come.  Amen.  

First of all, I would like to share with you that I am honored and humbled by the opportunity 

and responsibility of opening the Word of God together with you this morning.  On a personal 

note, I would also like to thank all of you who have asked after and prayed for my 

Grandmother.  We celebrated her 95th birthday this past week and while healing from a 

broken shoulder and broken hip, she seems to have won her fight against pneumonia and is 

back on track with physical therapy to get herself back on her feet.  So thanks for all of your 

thoughts and prayers. 

As I prepared to preach this morning, there were many thoughts racing around in my 

head.  The task of a preacher, as I understand it, is to open the Word of God through the Holy 

Scriptures and to cultivate that Word in such a way that it speaks powerfully and relevantly to 

the church and to the world.  Well, you have just heard the lectionary selections read for this 

Sunday, which are used by hundreds and hundreds of churches around the world.  We have 

hearŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǊŜŀŘΣ ōǳǘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ άLǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ 

today?έ  LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻŘ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ 

word in our homes, in our schools, in our places of work and really searcƘ ƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ  

What are the words and the voices that echo in our heads as we listen together this morning?  

I would invite you to close your eyes and quiet your mind that we might listen together: 

¶ The prophet Samuel is called upon to anoint someone new to be King and to lead 

Israel;  

¶ our nation is in the midst of a campaign to see who will be called upon to lead our 

country; 

¶  this very day people will be chosen for the task of calling a Pastor to lead this 

congregation.// 

¶ God has rejected Saul as King because he did not obey what God commanded 

¶ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ and considered as disobedience to the 

commandment to honor the Sabbath// 

¶ Samuel falsely assumes that 9ƭƛƭŀō ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ YƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

interested in outer appearances but rather the heart 

¶ The Pharisees assume that the black and white letter of the law is what matters 

most, but Jesus came to bring freedom from the law// 
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¶ Disobedience was not to be tolerated from King Saul 

¶ As people of the light we are to do what pleases God, to live in obedience// 

¶ WŜǎǳǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘ ōȅ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀƴΩǎ ōƭƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ 

¶ Our Lenten theme for reflection this season ŘŜŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ άƘŜŀƭƛƴƎέ 

¶ Come eternal God and touch our hearts with your healing presence.  Amen. 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀbout you, but these words evoke a lot of thoughts and a lot of emotions.  

As your minds are probably going in a hundred different directions right now, it also seemed to 

me that this message could deal with an equally diverse range of topics, but as the theme of 

obedience/disobedience seems to run through these passages and as a father of two sons who 

grapples with the reality of disobedience on a regular basis, I found myself drawn toward 

Samuel.  Yes, my son is named Samuel, but this morning I would like to talk with you about 

Samuel the prophet.   

 {ŀƳǳŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  !ǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ 

{ŀƳǳŜƭ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ IŀƴƴŀƘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ 

promised she dedicated Samuel to God, leaving him with Eli the priest to serve.  Samuel was a 

ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ 9ƭƛΩǎ ǎƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ DƻŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ŀƴŘ 

after finally realizing what was happening, Samuel responded with simple faith: words that my 

sons ǊŜŎƛǘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜΣ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘ άLΩƳ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ 

[hw5Φέ  {ŀƳǳŜƭΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ 

ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ŀǎ a person who delivered 

DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎΦ  {ŀƳǳŜƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΣ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘΦ  9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ŎŀǳǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ 

people of Israel wanted a King so that they could be like all the other nations around them.  So 

DƻŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ǘƻ ŀƴƻƛƴǘ {ŀǳƭΦ  {ŀǳƭ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΣ ōǳǘ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ {ŀǳƭ ŦŜƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊΦ  ²ƘƛŎƘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ 

today where God instǊǳŎǘǎ {ŀƳǳŜƭ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀƴƻƛƴǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǎŜΩǎ ǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƛƴƎΦ  5ŀǾƛŘ ƛǎ 

chosen and the rest of the book of 1st {ŀƳǳŜƭ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ŀǳƭΩǎ 

slow demise.  In the last chapter of 1st {ŀƳǳŜƭ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ŀǳƭΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŘŜŦŜŀt as he 

falls on top of his own sword, killing himself to die next to his three sons who had already died 

in battle. 

 If we were to read this story as 21st century Americans, we might get the wrong 

message.  We might read the conclusion of the story and walk away scratching our heads.  

(You might want to get your Bibles out to follow along)  The thing with Hebrew literature is 
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that writers often used a literary device known as chiasm.  This is a structure where the many 

ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ attention toward the center and not toward the 

conclusion as a climax.  If you will exam 1st Samuel with me from this alternate perspective, 

some interesting things begin to come to light.  Chapter 1 describes the dramatic birth and 

dedication of Samuel who will become an influential prophet of God ς at the other end in 

ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ом ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ {ŀǳƭΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ǳǘǘŜǊ ŘŜǎǇŀƛǊΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

book in chapters 9, 10 and 11 we read that Saul was anointed, installed and confirmed as King 

over Israel.  In contrast to the kingship of Saul which God allowed begrudgingly, in chapter 25 

we read about the death of Samuel, the prophet whom God had desired to use to help lead 

Israel. 

 As I mentioned, the most important chapters are the ones that fall in the center of the 

book.  In chapter 15, the Lord rejects Saul as king because he did not do what God 

commanded.  God said to completely destroy the Amalekites and all their animals, but Saul 

thought it would be OK if he kept some of the best animals which of course he would sacrifice 

to God. 

 On the other side of the center, chapter 17, is the story of David defeating the giant 

Goliath.  David knowing that God could do whatever God wanted and that no enemy no 

matter how large would stand in the way.  So David, a small boy, went out into battle with a 

few rocks and a piece of leather against a fully armed man who happened to be about 9 ½ feet 

ǘŀƭƭΦ  5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ DƻƭƛŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊ ǿŀǎ 

already with David. 

 The center of the entire 31 chapters happens to be chapter 16, our text for this 

morning, where we are told that Samuel goes and ends up anointing David and we are told 

ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ŎŀƳŜ ƻƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ ƛƴ ǇƻǿŜǊΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ying comes in 

the middle of the center chapter of the entire book.  We are forced to look at David and not 

{ŀǳƭΦ  {ŀǳƭ ƘŀŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅ DƻŘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ  {ŀƳǳŜƭ ǎǇƻƪŜ 

ǘƻ {ŀǳƭΣ ά5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ōǳǊƴǘ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀcrifices as much as in obeying the 

[hw5Κέ  tŀǊŜƴǘǎ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǎƻƴŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ 

ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎŀȅΦέ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ άWǳǎǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅΦέ  L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 

early on with my boys that this sŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƻƳƛǘǘŜŘΦ  ά[ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ 

ƳŜέ  ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ 5ŀŘŘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴƴŀΧέ  άbƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅΦέ  {ŀǳƭ 

did not do what God commanded, so God chose another leader who would. 



4 | P a g e   A . K n u d s o n  
 

 God told Samuel, I know you rŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ 

with that sort of disrespect that sort of disobedience.  God tells Samuel to move on, to go 

forward ς Samuel is fearful, but obedient.  We are told that Samuel comes to meet with Jesse 

and his boys and it seems obvious to Samuel which son would make a great king.  I mean just 

ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 9ƭƛŀōΣ ǘŀƭƭ ŘŀǊƪΣ ƘŀƴŘǎƻƳŜΣ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜΣ пΦл ƎǊŀŘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ  IŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭΦ  .ǳǘ 

God ǎŀȅǎΣ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ  L ƻƴƭȅ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƘŜŀrt.  So he chooses 

David, the 8th in line, who is off ǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ  {ƳŜƭƭȅΣ ŘƛǊǘȅ 5ŀǾƛŘ ƛǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ 

man. 

 So, where does that leave us?  We know that the point of this story is not that if you 

ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ  5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ άƛƴŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ ¦ǊƛŀƘ ƛǎ 

ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ άtŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƴƛŎŜƭȅΣ ǿŜ 

have our church smiles on, but what is on the inside?  I can do my best to provide fun and 

engaging youth programs for your children, but I still find it difficult to love my neighbor as 

myself.  We can learn the commandments, you shall not steal, you shall not murder, you shall 

not commit adultery, but what about forgiving others just as God so persistently forgives us ς 

do you have difficulty with that one too.  Thankfully, the good news for us as the people of 

DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ŦŀǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǿŀƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ example that Jesus set for us.  

The question is whether we will lift up our faces from challenges that we find ourselves in and 

turn our eyes upon Jesus so that we might reflect his light in the midst of the dark places.  It 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ IƻǇŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /Ƙurch where you are or what obstacles you anticipate, what 

matters is being people who turn their faces toward God, being people whose hearts love God 

and whose lives strive toward obedience. 

 Samuel was a great prophet and yet he falsely assumed that Eliab ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŀƴΣ 

because he looked good on the outside.  Have you made assumptions about others based on 

their past, based on their qualifications, based on their appearance, based on their nationality 

or their socio-economic condition?  What false assumptions do we use to keep ourselves 

ŘƻǿƴΚ  άhƘ DƻŘΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƳŜ ς ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘΦ  LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ DƻŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘΣ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ 

minister, to do outreach, to ŦŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƻǊ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ Ƴȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŜΚέ  ¸ƻǳǊ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛǊǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ  ά¢ƻ ƻōŜȅ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜΧǘƘŜ [hw5 ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ  DƻŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƛƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ 

will ȅƻǳ ǘǳǊƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƻǳǊ DƻŘΚ  ²ƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƛƎƘǘΚ 


