Sermon ¢ March 2, 2008
1% Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; 2" Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14; Gospel: John 9:13-25

Friends, grace to you and peace from the God who was and is and is to come. Amen.
First of all, | would like to share with you that | am honored and humbled by the opportunity
and responsibility of opening the Word of God together with you this morning. On a personal
note, | would also like to thank all of you who have asked after and prayed for my
Grandmother. We celebrated her 95" birthday this past week and while healing from a
broken shoulder and broken hip, she seems to have won her fight against pneumonia and is
back on track with physical therapy to get herself back on her feet. So thanks for all of your
thoughts and prayers.

As | prepared to preach this morning, there were many thoughts racing around in my
head. The task of a preacher, as | understand it, is to open the Word of God through the Holy
Scriptures and to cultivate that Word in such a way that it speaks powerfully and relevantly to
the church and to the world. Well, you have just heard the lectionary selections read for this
Sunday, which are used by hundreds and hundreds of churches around the world. We have
hearR G KSY NBIFIRX 06dzi LISNKLF LA LF®2 ND 2RQA (KSNH di
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word in our homes, in our schools, in our places of work and really searcK 2 dziT D2 RQa
What are the words and the voices that echo in our heads as we listen together this morning?
| would invite you to close your eyes and quiet your mind that we might listen together:

1 The prophet Samuel is called upon to anoint someone new to be King and to lead
Israel;

1 our nation is in the midst of a campaign to see who will be called upon to lead our
country;

1 this very day people will be chosen for the task of calling a Pastor to lead this
congregation.//

9 God has rejected Saul as King because he did not obey what God commanded

T WSadzaQ ¢2NJ] 27F aKd®dndidéred & disoldedietritb thd Sy 3 SR
commandment to honor the Sabbath//

§ Samuel falselyassumesthat9 f Af 6 aK2dzZ R 6S L&aN} St Qa
interested in outer appearances but rather the heart

9 The Pharisees assume that the black and white letter of the law is what matters

most, but Jesus came to bring freedom from the law//
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Disobedience was not to be tolerated from King Saul

As people of the light we are to do what pleases God, to live in obedience//
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Our Lenten theme for reflection thisseasonRS I f & A OK GKSI € Ay 3¢
Come eternal God and touch our hearts with your healing presence. Amen.
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L R 2y Qlibut Joy, Butthede words evoke a lot of thoughts and a lot of emotions.
As your minds are probably going in a hundred different directions right now, it also seemed to
me that this message could deal with an equally diverse range of topics, but as the theme of
obedience/disobedience seems to run through these passages and as a father of two sons who
grapples with the reality of disobedience on a regular basis, | found myself drawn toward
Samuel. Yes, my son is named Samuel, but this morning | would like to talk with you about
Samuel the prophet.
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promised she dedicated Samuel to God, leaving him with Eli the priest to serve. Samuel was a
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after finally realizing what was happening, Samuel responded with simple faith: words that my
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people of Israel wanted a King so that they could be like all the other nations around them. So
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chosen and the rest of the book of 1 { | YdzSt GSffa OGKS ad2NeB 27
slow demise. Inthe lastchapterof 1°{ | YdzStf S NXI R (KS tashe NB 2
falls on top of his own sword, killing himself to die next to his three sons who had already died
in battle.

If we were to read this story as 21% century Americans, we might get the wrong
message. We might read the conclusion of the story and walk away scratching our heads.
(You might want to get your Bibles out to follow along) The thing with Hebrew literature is
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that writers often used a literary device known as chiasm. This is a structure where the many

LI NIa 2F (KS & (a@tehBon tevau0 theicenteriarii notiBwara RN &
conclusion as a climax. If you will exam 1% Samuel with me from this alternate perspective,

some interesting things begin to come to light. Chapter 1 describes the dramatic birth and
dedication of Samuel who will become an influential prophet of God ¢ at the other end in
OKFLIISNI om S NBIR | o62dzi {ldzZ Qad RSIFIGK Ay
book in chapters 9, 10 and 11 we read that Saul was anointed, installed and confirmed as King
over Israel. In contrast to the kingship of Saul which God allowed begrudgingly, in chapter 25

we read about the death of Samuel, the prophet whom God had desired to use to help lead

Israel.

As I mentioned, the most important chapters are the ones that fall in the center of the
book. In chapter 15, the Lord rejects Saul as king because he did not do what God
commanded. God said to completely destroy the Amalekites and all their animals, but Saul
thought it would be OK if he kept some of the best animals which of course he would sacrifice
to God.

On the other side of the center, chapter 17, is the story of David defeating the giant
Goliath. David knowing that God could do whatever God wanted and that no enemy no
matter how large would stand in the way. So David, a small boy, went out into battle with a
few rocks and a piece of leather against a fully armed man who happened to be about 9 Y2 feet
Grtf o 5/ ARQ&a FTANRUO ad2yS 6l a Syz2dzaK G2
already with David.

The center of the entire 31 chapters happens to be chapter 16, our text for this
morning, where we are told that Samuel goes and ends up anointing David and we are told
GKFG abdKS {LIANARG 2F GKS [ hw5 OF YS ingofmesih O A
the middle of the center chapter of the entire book. We are forced to look at David and not
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did not do what God commanded, so God chose another leader who would.
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God told Samuel, lknowyourS | €t £t @ f A1 SR KAY | & @&2dzNJ f S|
with that sort of disrespect that sort of disobedience. God tells Samuel to move on, to go
forward ¢ Samuel is fearful, but obedient. We are told that Samuel comes to meet with Jesse
and his boys and it seems obvious to Samuel which son would make a great king. | mean just
t221 4G 9ftAroxX GFff RINJZ KFEFYRA2YSS 3ANBI
Godal easx y2yS 2F GKIFIG addzF¥F YI {0k S&hectoBsesY S &
David, the 8" inline, whoisoff 1 SYRAYy 3 (KS &KSS LI {YSttex I
man.

So, where does that leave us? We know that the point of this story is not that if you
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have our church smiles on, but what is on the inside? | can do my best to provide fun and
engaging youth programs for your children, but | still find it difficult to love my neighbor as
myself. We can learn the commandments, you shall not steal, you shall not murder, you shall
not commit adultery, but what about forgiving others just as God so persistently forgives us ¢
do you have difficulty with that one too. Thankfully, the good news for us as the people of
D2R A& GKFG AG R2SayQi Y {eékdnpla thaesus sEtifoNds. 6 S Q
The question is whether we will lift up our faces from challenges that we find ourselves in and
turn our eyes upon Jesus so that we might reflect his light in the midst of the dark places. It
R2Say Qi YL 4GS NirchveherdSoufardar What Wiistatles Aok anticipate, what
matters is being people who turn their faces toward God, being people whose hearts love God
and whose lives strive toward obedience.

Samuel was a great prophet and yet he falsely assumed thatEliabg 2 dzf R 6 S D2 R
because he looked good on the outside. Have you made assumptions about others based on
their past, based on their qualifications, based on their appearance, based on their nationality
or their socio-economic condition? What false assumptions do we use to keep ourselves
R2 6y K GhK D2RYIIRSRBYRNBYESRAYST LIS2LX S Y.
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minister, to do outreach, to F SSR (G KS L}22NJ 2NJ 02 f20S Y& yS
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